
I Do Not Condemn You 
A Life Group Study on John 8:2-11 

Opening Questions (Choose 2 or 3 of the following): 
1) Play the “I have never…” game. 
2) Play the “one word whip” game.  Ask a series of 10-15 questions.  Have everyone in the circle 

answer with one word without responding to anyone else.  (ie. “Favorite ice cream flavor.  Go!  
Best thing you ate all day. Go!  Least favorite holiday.  Go!  When I grow up I want to be… Go!) 

3) Which of your parents is more of a “softie”?  Describe a time when you took advantage of this? 
4) Share about a time when you were a child and got caught “red-handed.”  How did your parents/

teacher respond?  
5) When was a time you got punished/grounded by your parents in high school?  What did you do? 

Gospel Story 
1)  Read John 8:2-11.  Have someone summarize the story and what takes place.  
2) How is this situation a trap for Jesus?  What would the Pharisees accuse Jesus of if he told them to 

let her go?  If he told them to stone her? 
3) What does this trap tell you about Jesus’s reputation among the Pharisees?  What do they believe 

about Jesus that makes them think it will work? 
4) How do you think the woman who had been caught in adultery felt during this exchange?  Why 

do you think the man was not included in all of this? 
5) Why do you think Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground?  What do you think he wrote? 
6) What was Jesus saying when he said, “If anyone of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a 

stone”:  a) deal with your own sin first; b) you see in others your own sin; c) your condemnation of 
this woman is wrong; or d) something else. 

7) What was Jesus’s message when he said, “Neither do I condemn you.  Go now and leave your life 
of sin”: a) acquittal - the charges have been dropped; b) warning - I’ll let you off this time but don’t 
do it again; c) encouragement - you’re a beautiful person and you don’t have to live like you used 
to; or d) challenge - the evidence of forgiveness is a changed life. 

8) How does Jesus’s response exemplify grace and truth? (cf. John 1:17) 

Your Story 
1) What does this story teach us about the character of God?  How do you need to change your 

understanding of Jesus’s response to our sin? 
2) Jesus accepts you “as is.”  Does this free you to change, or does it support your bad behavior?  

How so? 
3) How have you understood the concept of repentance in the past?  What does it mean?  How does 

this story challenge or support what it means for you to repent of your sin today? 
4) What’s one way you want to live differently in light of this story? 

John 8 - True Forgiveness 



5) What’s one way our group can pray for you this week?


