
Life Group Study: The Rich Young Ruler

1)  Opening Questions (Choose 2 or 3):

Share your rose, thorn, and bud for this past week. 

If you could do anything in life (in terms of a career) and you didn’t have to worry about money 
at all (Maybe you’re independently wealthy) what would you do?

Who is one of the most generous people you know?  What makes them so generous?

Besides getting a degree, what is something you hope you will accomplish, learn, or experience 
in college?

2)  Read Luke 18:18-30.

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or 
parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in 
this age, and in the age to come eternal life.” 

3)  Bible Study Questions:

Why do you think this ruler calls Jesus,”Good teacher”?  What might this reveal to us about the 
man’s heart and attitude?

Jesus was certainly not accepted by the religious establishment of his day.  Why do you think 
the ruler comes to Jesus with this question?  Wouldn’t it have made more sense for a man of his 
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standing to approach a Pharisee or more revered rabbi?  (What do you think he observed in 
Jesus’s life and teachings that maybe he didn’t see elsewhere?)

Why do you think Jesus responds to the question by saying, “Only God is good”?  

Jesus quotes 5 of the 10 commandments to this man.  What do you notice about the five he 
chose?  Why do you think he focused on these five?  Why do you think Jesus leaves out the 
other five?

What do you make of the man’s confident response?  Is it really possible for someone to have 
kept these commands faithfully since childhood?

Leviticus 18:4-5 says: “You must obey all my regulations and be careful to obey my 
decrees, for I am the Lord your God. If you obey my decrees and my regulations, you will 
find life through them. I am the Lord.” (NLT)  If this ruler has truly kept these commandments, 
why do you think he is still looking for and asking about eternal life?  What do you think is 
missing?

What is the “one thing” that Jesus says this man lacks?  Why do you think he walks away?

Why do you think it is “impossible” for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven? 

4)  Application Questions:

How often do you think about eternal life?  Do you think it’s possible to have assurance of 
eternal life?  How does (or how should) the assurance of eternal life affect your day to day 
living?

How do you think Jesus’s instructions to “sell everything, give it to the poor, and follow” him 
apply to us today?  What is he asking you to do in regards to your stuff, your status, and your 
allegiance?

What has been your response to Jesus’s challenging but life-promising call to follow him: a) to 
walk away in sadness; b) to stick around and ask for further clarification; or c) to be like Peter 
and leave everything else?  What does this response look like in your life right now?

Jesus promises this ruler eternal life if he learns to give away his life, to live a life of self-
sacrificial love with his stuff.  Jesus will eventually model this by giving his very life on a cross.  
What is one step you can take this week to give away a bit of yourself?  What is one way you 
can live out this call to self-sacrifice?  

How can our Life Group pray for you this week?


