
Life Group Study: The Power of Faithful Friends

1)  Opening Questions (Choose 2 or 3):

Share your name, major, and hometown. 

If you could have any superpower what would it be?

Bring a bag of M&Ms to Life Group.  Have each person take a small handful.  For 
each M&M have them share one fact about their lives:

Red = Family; Yellow = Hobbies; Blue = Hometown; Brown = Spiritual 
Background; Orange = First Week Experiences at UVM

What has been your rose (highlight), thorn (challenge), and bud (thing you’re 
looking forward to) of your time at UVM so far?

Who is one of your closest friends?  What are some things you really appreciate 
about their friendship?  How did you first become friends?

2)  Read Luke 5:17-26.

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 
was with Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to 
take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this 
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles 
into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.


When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”


The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who 
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”


Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front 
of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed 
and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things 
today.”


3)  Bible Study Questions:

Why do you think the crowds gathering around Jesus were so big?  What was 
drawing them to Him?

Luke 5 - Power of Friendship 



What do you think motivated these four friends to go to such extreme measures 
for this paralyzed man?  If you had been the paralytic, how would you have 
responded to their actions?  What would be going on in your heart as they 
lowered you through the roof?

The friends brought this man to Jesus for healing.  Why do you think Jesus 
raises the issue of forgiveness?  Why doesn’t he just heal the man?  Whose faith 
is Jesus responding to?

Why do you think the Pharisees are so upset by Jesus’s pronouncement of 
forgiveness? 

4)  Application Questions:

What does this passage tell us about our need for community and the role of 
others’ faith in our Christian walks?

In your own faith right now in life, do you identify more with the paralytic, the 
friends, or the teachers?  Why?

Michael Kimmell, in Guyland, a book about college-aged men, writes: “Friendship 
is the currency of ‘Guyland.’  But often it’s a counterfeit currency, based on the 
suppression of emotion, false bravado, and toughness, a mutual recitation of 
allegiance to the Guy Code.  Developing a genuine friendship - a real one - is 
difficult, perhaps the biggest risk a guy can take.  It means being strong enough 
to show vulnerability, independent enough to brave social ostracism, courageous 
enough to trust another.” 

Do you feel like you have friends like the paralytic’s right now in your life - 
friends who are able to challenge you and help you to encounter Jesus?  
Friends you can trust to carry you?  Or are your friends more like the 
counterfeit friends described above?  Why?

What is one way we can be praying for you this week?  What is a need, concern, 
or way that you need Jesus to work in your life right now?


