
The Journey Home 
Luke 15:11-32 

Open: 
Did you ever run away from home?  Where did you go?  What happened? 
Who was or is the obedient type in your family?  The wild one?  How did/do these 
types get along? 
Ever a time you started some event, project, activity thinking it would be great only to 
regret it in the middle of it? 

The Gospel Story: 
Why do you think the younger son decided to leave home? 
How would you describe the Father’s feelings in seeing his son leave home?  The 
older son? 
What do you think the neighbors would have said when they heard the news? 
Discuss the wisdom of the father in giving his son the inheritance. 
What “stages” does the younger son go through on his pilgrimage? 
What do you think the Father was doing while the son was away? 
Discuss the thoughts of the younger son on his return trip home. 
How was the older brother’s reaction justified? 
Discuss the Father’s reasoning for welcoming the younger son home. 
For whom did Jesus tell this story? 
Why did Jesus tell this story?  What is there to learn through this story about our own 
journey towards God? 
What does Jesus want to teach the religious leaders?  Why did Jesus leave the story 
unfinished in regards to the elder son’s response to his father’s plea? 

My Story: 
If you were to compare your journey with the younger son’s- where are you now? 
Options:  A) At home, but not happy. B) In a far country, coming to your sense. C) On 
your way home, but unsure of what you’ll find. D) Just arrived and feeling great, 
enjoying the party. 
Have you ever felt like the older brother, jealous or resentful of God’s lavishness to 
“less deserving” people? 
If we only had Jesus’ words in Luke 14:25-35 without the parables in chapter 15, how 
would you feel about God?  Likewise if we only had the parables without the warning 
how would you feel? 
What have you learned from this parable?
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